
I met Sam in the campus center of a local college. He was sitting 
comfortably on a bench, with his computer on his lap, working on an 
assignment. I asked if he had a few minutes for me to ask him some 
questions and he gladly agreed. We ended up talking for over an hour. 

Sam is a Bengali, and was born and raised in Delhi, India. His parent were originally from West Bengal, but 
later immigrated to India. Sam is twenty-two-years-old and has only been in the city for three months. He is 
currently a master’s student in the computer science department. His parents are still in Delhi where his dad 
works as an engineer and his mother owns and runs a high school. He has a younger brother who currently 
lives with his parents. 

When asked of his religion, Sam said that he was a Hindu. In his religion, they have a holy book called “Gita” 
which is told by “god Lord Krishna”. Gita includes a summary of life and teaches how a person ought to 
behave in his daily living. When Sam was in India, he visited a temple about twice every month. In our city, 
he would occasionally go to the International Society of Krishna Consciousness to worship his gods. He thinks 
that Hinduism is unique because it is flexible and does not impose restrictions on anybody. It is the most 
diverse religion and embraces people from all other beliefs. 

Hinduism is one of the oldest religions and dates back to five thousand years ago. He said that Vishnu is the 
“supreme god” and Lord Krishna is the personified version of Vishnu. From time to time, Lord Krishna will 
save his people from the evil ones. Sam believes in reincarnation. When one dies, the soul becomes free 
and the person’s next life will be determined by what he does in this present life. If he does good, he will be 
rewarded; but if he does wrong, bad things will come. There will come a point when one reaches the state 
of “mokshe” which means the person will be eternally blessed and will not have to go through the cycle of 
reincarnation again. 

I asked about his relationship with his family. Sam is extremely close with his parents. They call him every 
evening. He said that in Indian culture, it is very common for them to live with their parents, uncles, and 
aunts as a joined family. In fact, Sam has expressed his desire to stay with his parents permanently even 
after he gets married. His parents have raised and supported him all through his life and so he sees himself 
owing very much to them. As well, his culture believes that one will never forsake their parents for it is the 
responsibility of a son to take care of his parents when they are old.

Study is Sam’s current priority. In Indian culture, education is very important. Parents would sacrifice 
themselves to the point of skipping meals in order to send their children to school. Education is part of the 
Hindu religion for there is a goddess of education called “Saraswati” who gives education to whoever wants 
it. A Hindu can pray to Saraswati and seek for knowledge. Sam’s parents want him to achieve more. They 
delight in his happiness. I asked if he felt stressful to try to live up to the expectations of his parents. Sam 
said he did feel pressure but that it is the norm in Indian culture. 

Sam repeatedly said that he was living in a materialistic world right now. He desires to bring honor to his 
family, be rich and successful, and eventually have a “big name.” All these things will bring him satisfaction. 
I asked how he defined “big name”. He said “big name” meant that the world would know him. He wants to 
become famous in whatever he does. Sam has attained most of the goals he has aimed for. For instance, he 
recently got the highest mark in one of his computer courses, and is very pleased with his performance. So, 
his short term goal is to get good marks in his classes. His long term goal is to work at a prestigious computer 
company such as Google. Sam’s parents paid for his initial tuition fees to come here to study. However, 
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he no longer depends on his parents’ financial support. He is currently working on campus as a software 
developer for twenty hours per week and is self-sufficient financially. 

Sam believes that he has to be truthful to himself. He must speak his heart and humbly admit his mistakes. 
Ego spoils a relationship and so he has to be down to earth. These are the Hindu values which he has learned 
over the years. Other values include not having any ill feelings towards people, not hurting others’ dignity, 
and believing in god. Sam prays every morning to his god, though he does not go to the temple regularly. He 
feels that his god is everywhere and he does not necessarily need to go to the temple to worship him.

 Sam is generally busy with his school work and job. Occasionally when he is free, he will hang out with 
friends or play computer games. Currently, he has not had many close friends. His best friend is still in India. 
When he feels lonely, he calls home and talks to his parents or relatives. He has as many as sixteen phone 
numbers to call. Family support is very important to him. It is what keeps him emotionally stable. He needs 
to have someone to look up to, such as his parents. Knowing that his parents are always there for him means 
the whole world to him.

According to Sam, marriage is a celebration of the union of two souls. It is “made in heaven”. There are two 
kinds of marriages in India: love marriages and arranged marriages. Couples in love marriages find their 
own partner; whereas arranged marriages are set up by their parents or a matchmaker. Marriages generally 
last for life and divorce is rarely seen in India. Sam prefers not to marry a girl who is from another culture. 
The girl can be from India, but she has to be a Bengali. Communication would be easier if his future wife 
shares the same culture. Sam has no intention of getting married in the near future. He thinks that he is still 
young and his parents encourage him to wait until a later time. His current focus is to complete his master’s 
program. The most memorable events in Sam’s life are his cousin’s marriage in India, family reunions, and 
coming to America for higher education. 

I asked Sam if he had heard about Jesus Christ. He said he did. India has many Christians and Sam knew 
that Jesus was the son of God. However, he has never read the Bible. He has also heard both good and bad 
things about Christianity. The good part of Christianity is that Christians do not harm people and they accept 
all other religions. The bad part is the persecution that took place in the fifteenth century. When Galileo 
claimed that the earth was round, the priests captured and imprisoned him. In spite of this historical event, 
Sam has a good impression of Christianity in general. 

In reflection on my interview with Sam, I can tell that this young man has a good heart. However, influenced 
by the teaching of his parents and religion, he has misplaced his focus on the present world instead of 
eternity. Galatians 6:8 says that, “The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap 
destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” Sam believes that 
one will reap what he sows, yet he does not know that sowing seeds in success, reputation, and money is 
essentially sowing to please his sinful nature, which will ultimately lead to destruction. He needs to know the 
truth about what it is to please the Spirit, not the flesh. 

Also, since Sam believes in reincarnation, he sees life as temporal and a painful process. This could be 
the reason that he is trying to climb up the ladder of success and get as much out of this life as possible 
for he does not know what could happen in his next life. Without eternity in perspective, “everything is 
meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 12:8). There is also an inner anxiety that drives him to believe that if he does not 
perform well or achieve his parents’ expectations, he will be seen as a failure. There are two Biblical truths 
that he needs to be made aware of. First, he needs to know that there is an eternal life after death. The Bible 
tells us that, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4). A Christian’s life is full of hope and the 
next life is even better – new and eternal. There will be no pain after death. Second, Sam needs to know that 
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God loves him for who he is, and not how much he has achieved. Romans 2:8-9 says that, “For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” God’s unconditional 
acceptance of him is a gift. True satisfaction can only be found in Christ, not in worldly possessions. 

As I think of those who are like Sam, well-educated, performance-driven, and with an eye on worldly 
success, I would like to propose a few ministry strategies:

1)  Reach out. Build relationships. Invite them over for meals. Demonstrate that unlike many people in 
the secular world who take advantage of each other, we treat people genuinely as friends and do not 
expect to receive any benefits in return. We are not competing with them for worldly success. 

2)  Plant the seed of the Gospel in their hearts. Gradually communicate the truth of Scripture. Correct 
their misconceptions. Share the eternal perspective of Christianity. Allow them to express their doubts 
and be ready to answer their questions. Do not push them to believe until they are ready.

3)  Pray for humble hearts. Pray that God will convict them about their pride and help them see that 
Jesus is the only “way, truth, and life” (John 14:6).

4)  Be an encourager. Affirm them when they feel pressured or insecure about their performance. 
Remind them that God values them for who they are and not what they have achieved.

5) “To live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21) – Show by your godly example that Christians live by a different 
set of values than the world. Sooner or later, they will be able to witness the peace, hope and joy that 
we have in Christ, which is so different from the rest of the world. 

6)  Invite them to church to attend Bible studies, Sunday services, or other church-related activities. Let 
them meet other Christians and a community of faith. 

In conclusion, there are many international students like Sam who come to the U.S from another part of 
the world, determined to do well academically so that they will eventually find a good job and bless their 
family with a bright career. Ministering to this group of people is important as they can reach out to their 
family and friends back home after becoming Christians. As most of them are away from their family in a 
foreign country, they often feel lonely and lost in this materialistic world. It is, therefore, our responsibility 
as Christians, and their neighbors, to show them the love of Christ. Psalm 146:9 says that, “the Lord watches 
over the alien.” We have to demonstrate to them, through loving actions, that God cares and is waiting for 
them to become “fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household” (Ephesians 2:18-20).
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