
Harvest Mission Community Church of Chicago was 
planted in Evanston, IL by the campus of Northwestern 
University in the fall of 2006 with a vision to reach 
university communities in global cities with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. After planting our church at Northwestern, 
our vision expanded into downtown Chicago and we 
started a second site at the University of Illinois-Chicago (UIC) in the heart of the city in the fall of 
2008. College campuses have been places of tremendous ministry need and potential for decades. 
However, on many campuses, students have been unengaged with the church. Christian witness 
and ministry have been largely disconnected from local churches in the community. So our desire 
was to engage students with the Gospel in the context of a local church. Our congregation is 
made up of primarily students and young working professionals. In this context, we have tried to 
understand the spiritual needs and questions of young people in this generation. 

I connected with Dr. John Fuder in the fall of 2010 to help me better understand our urban context 
in downtown Chicago. I joined with a group of students in his Community Analysis class to survey 
students on campus to better understand their background and needs. The survey explored 
students’ backgrounds, beliefs and spiritual questions. 

The results of our surveying were very helpful in shaping our approach to ministry. First, they 
confirmed the diversity of our campus. We were a bit overwhelmed by the wide range of religious 
beliefs and practices of students at UIC. From Islam to Hinduism to Atheism, we realized that 
there were many challenges to doing evangelism on our campus. Second, we saw many potential 
ministry opportunities. Despite the challenges of diversity, we saw the need for a greater sense 
of community on campus. Being a commuter school, many students had no reason to stay on 
campus in the evenings or on weekends. We realized our church had to cast a compelling vision of 
a Christ-centered community that would address people’s longing for deeper relationships. Beyond 
our Sunday worship service, small groups (what we call life groups) became the focal point of our 
ministry. We drove our entire ministry through these life groups. This allowed relationships to form 
organically to meet this great need on campus. 

We also started engaging the needs of the city beyond our campus. We started several missions 
projects to serve the poor and tangibly share the love of Christ to our neighbors. We partnered with 
Dr. Fuder and Heart for the City to do several “Urban Plunge” projects. During the Urban Plunge, we 
would survey neighborhoods in the city and partner with ministries and churches to do evangelism 
and service projects in their neighborhood. Our church is part of a family of churches located on 
campuses throughout the world. Our partner churches from Austin, TX and Ann Arbor, MI also sent 
missions teams to serve in Chicago throughout the year. These missions projects were a great way 
to disciple our members in response to the needs of our city.

Although we’re still learning many lessons along the way, the principles of community analysis have 
been critical in helping engage the campus in our city.
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